
Canberra Art Workshop Guidelines for the Use 
and Management of Acrylic Paint and its Waste

Purpose

These guidelines are designed to manage potential risks to the health and safety of CAW 
Studio users and visitors, and to minimise harm to the studios and environment when 
managing acrylic paint and its wastewater in the CAW Studios. Under current work health 
and safety (WHS) legislation it is required that CAW, studio users and visitors must take 
reasonable care for their own health and safety and the safety of others, the studios and 
environment.

Convenors, tutors and attendees at art groups, courses and workshops are to be made aware 
of these guidelines.

Guidelines for Management of Acrylic Paint, its Waste and 
Wastewater

 Some acrylic paints contain toxic pigments such as cadmium, chromium, lead, and 
cobalt. For precautions see the safety data sheets (SDS) for those paints being used. 

 Waste paint, including acrylic paint, is considered hazardous waste in the ACT and it 
is an offence to pour a lot of acrylic paint and its wastewater down the sink. It can 
pollute waterways and block pipes. 

Therefore, 

 Consider putting your palette of residual acrylic paint in a stay-wet system to take 
home ready for later use.

 Otherwise, waste acrylic paint should be allowed to dry and harden. Once dry it can 
then be placed in the bin. Eg a disposable paper palette can be used and binned after 
use or taken home to harden and binned.

 Clean your brushes and palettes as much as possible with a rag or paper towel. The 
rag and paper towel can be disposed of in the bin. A clean rag bag is kept at our M16 
studio for such use.

 Brushes and palettes can then be washed using water. Please use the Art Materials 
side of the sinks in our studios.



 Non-hazardous cleaners like Matisse® MM34 Brush and Hand Cleaner and The 
Masters Brush Cleaner and Preserver can also be used.

Guidelines for Management of Acrylic Paint Mediums

 There are many mediums such as gels, thickeners, pastes etc used by acrylic paint 
artists and these guidelines cannot cover them all. For precautions, see the safety data 
sheet (SDS) for each medium being used.

 Most acrylic mediums are not toxic. However, some mediums such as acrylic gesso 
and gel mediums may be a skin, throat and/or eye irritant so take care when using 
them. If affected, wash the skin with plenty of water or take the person out into fresh 
air or rinse eyes with fresh water.
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References

Hazardous Waste, ACT City Services

https://www.cityservices.act.gov.au/recycling-and-waste/types-of-waste/hazardous-
waste#:~:text=It%20is%20important%20to%20dispose,human%20health%20or%20the
%20environment. 

WorkSafe ACT:

https://www.worksafe.act.gov.au/health-and-safety-portal/safety-topics/dangerous-goods-and-
hazardous-substances/hazardous-chemicals 

Matisse Professional Acrylic Cadmium Colours Safety data Sheet (SDS):

https://s3-ap-southeast-2.amazonaws.com/wc-prod-pim/Asset_Documents/Derivan
%20Matisse%20Acrylic%20Paint%20(Cadmium%20Colours)%20SDS.pdf 

Stay Wet System:

https://www.google.com/search?
client=safari&rls=en&q=stay+wet+system+acrylic+painting&ie=UTF-8&oe=UTF-
8#fpstate=ive&vld=cid:8ff19335,vid:xPuZqE2sLzI,st:32 

Liquid Trade Waste, Icon Water:

https://www.iconwater.com.au/Developers-and-Renovators/LiquidTradeWaste#why-do-i-
need-approval-to-discharge-liquid-trade-waste 

ANU Procedure: Painting management – Disposal of Paints / Solvents:
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https://policies.anu.edu.au/ppl/document/ANUP_000577#:~:text=Disposal%20of%20paints
%20and%20solvents%20should%20be,and%20then%20disposed%20of%20in%20normal
%20rubbish. 

Matisse® MM34 Brush and Hand Cleaner SDS:

https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fo/a77h8hgcrm3m30eeycece/AEcO5ChdjrYsMaqYXt7XY-
Q/MM34-Brush-and-Hand-Cleaner-SDS.pdf?
rlkey=axmajlpnn9mrrm6ec0jt9pq55&e=2&dl=0 

The Masters Brush Cleaner and Preserver SDS:

https://www.dick-blick.com/msds/DBH_SDS_05702XXXX.pdf 

Acrylic Gesso SDS:

https://artfiles.net.au/files/msds/Art-Spectrum-Artists-Acrylic-Gesso-GHS-SDS-1%20July
%202017.pdf 

Acrylic Gel Medium SDS:

https://assets.jasco.com.au/pdfs/sds-sheets/liquitex/10-lqx-acrylic-gloss-gel-medium.pdf 
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